
Are providing a FREE GAME of

• Art sets

• Art supplies

• Athletic Pants

•  Axe body spray,  

cologne, perfume sets

• Baby items

• Blue jeans (all sizes)

• Board games

• Card games

•  CDs (pop, top 40, country)

• Craft sets

• DVDs (PG-13 or younger)

• Ear buds/ear phones

• Hair accessories

• Jewelry

• Light up toys

• Makeup kits

• Musical toys

• Nail polish sets

•  Tiger, Laker,  

MSU, UK T-shirts

• Sweatshirts

• Toddler clothing

• Toys (no video games)

• Watches

Our Wish List
(All donations must be new and unwrapped)

641 Towing & Service, LLC

&

Racer Football 
November 6 & 13

Kickoff at 1 pm
FREE admission and a FREE T-SHIRT to the first 

50 FANS that bring a new toy valued at $10 OR MORE

#9578
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Hometown
Ramblings

By Bobbie Smith Bryant
Contributing Columnist

Remembering 
first grade

The double blackboard is a 
sea of black at the front of 

the classroom at Kirksey Elemen-
tary School. I take my seat in the 
third aisle in the last row. My feet 
easily reach the floor, unlike my 
girlfriend. She isn’t as tall as me 
and her legs swing back and forth. 

Along the wall above the 
blackboard there are strips of pa-
per that show what the alphabet 
looks like in print. Momma says 
that I must learn how to write, and 
she has been helping me learn the 
shapes of each letter. I don’t know 
if I’ll ever be able to put the letters 
together to spell real words.

A cute boy sits in front of me 
and he is always talking. He is 
restless and goes to the pencil 
sharpener or sometimes to look 
out of the window. His family goes 
to church with me, so I am used to 
his constant commotion. 

Mrs. Farris comes into the 
room and calls us to order. She 
is tall and thin with a white curly 
mop of hair. She’s taught first 
grade at our school for a very long 
time. Everyone knows her because 
she organizes a Rhythm Band each 
year, teaching her students how to 
keep the beat. 

She pulls a large box of in-
struments from her closet every 
week. Each student gets to pick 
from a variety of noise makers. 
There are tambourines, triangles, 
drums, sticks, blocks of wood with 
sandpaper, castanets, hand bells, 
and maracas.  She uses one of the 
instruments to set a beat for us to 
follow, and marches us around her 
classroom, down the halls and into 
the auditorium and back again. We 
all march in step and play along. 

I like the rhythm band, but my 
favorite part of music is the first 
Tuesday of each month.  We have a 
pretty teacher that visits our school 
to teach us how to sing songs. It 
is the best day of the month. Well, 
except for the days we have fried 
chicken at lunch.

Our music teacher arrives at 
10:30. She gives each of us a sheet 
of music and sounds out the notes 
as we follow along. We learn songs 
like “Row, Row, Row your Boat,” 
“She’ll be Coming ‘Round the 
Mountain,” “Good Morning,” “If 
You’re Happy and You Know It,” 
and “Home, Home on the Range.” 
We learn to sing in rounds and we 
girls always out-sing the boys. 

We also play games and our 
class favorite is to play Button, 
Button, Who’s Got the Button. It’s 
usually the last activity before the 
music teacher leaves.

After music we have lunch. 
Before we go to the cafeteria, Mrs. 
Farris sits in a chair and we all sit 
around her on the floor. She asks 
us to put our hands together and 
say a prayer.

I notice that one of the boys 
doesn’t close his eyes during the 
prayer, so I jump up to tell on him, 
whispering into the teacher’s ear. 
Mrs. Farris looks very surprised. 
She pulls me close to her and 
whispers in my ear, “Why Bob-
bie, how would you know his eyes 
were open if yours were closed?”  

I hadn’t thought about that. 
I’m ashamed and embarrassed 

and really glad no one else heard 
her.

After lunch Mrs. Farris reads 
to us from the Little House on 
the Prairie books. I am scared for 
Laura sometimes, but her Pa takes 
good care of her. After we listen to 

a chapter, we each have our pallets 
to lie on and take a nap. 

The afternoon goes by quickly. 
We are learning about coins and 
paper money. I am a little bored 
because my Daddy made me learn 
about them before I started to 
school. 

At the end of the day we line 
up to ride the bus back home. I do 
love first grade and Mrs. Farris. 
Now, if I can just remember how 
many humps an M has, I’ve got it 
made. 

Bobbie Smith Bryant is a na-
tive of Calloway County. She is 
passionate about western Ken-
tucky and is currently working on 
a commemorative history to cele-
brate the 2022 Calloway County 
Bicentennial. For more informa-
tion about the author, visit bobbie-
smithbryant.com. n
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Seen here is the 1955-56 first grade class at Kirksey. In the 
front row, from left, are Jill Tucker, Phyllis Darnell, Nona Ba-

zzell, David Belcher, Mark Cunningham, Robbie Marine, Eve-

lyn Marine,  Mickey Pierce and Mike Pierce. In the back row, 
from left, are Linda Cunningham, La Jeanna Paschall, Geor-
gia Lee Potts, Rocky Smith, William Ross, Steve Alexander 
and Jerry Riley. 

Horner Call

CCSO arrests 2 Tennesseans on 
trespassing and drug charges
Staff Report

MURRAY – Two Tennes-
see residents are facing criminal 
trespassing and drug charges, ac-
cording to the Calloway County 
Sheriff’s Office.

At approximately 10 p.m, 
CCSO responded to a report of 
people trespassing at a residence 
on Rolling Acres Lane. Upon 
their arrival, deputies said they 
located two people inside the 
residence. During their interac-
tion with the two people, dep-
uties said, numerous items of 
drugs and paraphernalia were 
also located. 

James M. Horner, 59, of 
Dyer, Tennessee, was charged 
with second-degree criminal 

t r e s p a s s i n g , 
f i r s t - d e g r e e 
trafficking in 
controlled sub-
stance (meth-
amphetamine), 
second-degree 
p o s s e s s i o n 
of controlled 
s u b s t a n c e , 
possession of 
marijuana and 
tampering with 

physical evidence. 
Linda M. Call, 51, of Medi-

na, Tennessee, was charged with 
second-degree criminal tres-
passing, first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine) and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

H o m e r 
and Call are 
both lodged in 
the Calloway 
County Jail. 

A n y o n e 
who witnesses 
any unusual or 
possible crim-
inal activity is 
encouraged to 
call CCSO at 
270-753-3151 

or utilize the email address ccso.
office@callkyso.com.

Individuals facing charges 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. 
n
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SMOOTHING IT OVER: Workers with Southern Concrete Products smooth out the cement 
on Tuesday afternoon for the new sidewalk in front of the Murray Fire Department’s new 
Station 1 on South 16th Street.


