
I
t is rare for my Daddy to 
be at home on a week-
day. Even more unusual 

is the spectacular 12 inches of 
snow splayed across the frigid 
countryside.   There will be no 
English, history or math lessons 
for me this week, school will 
be out for several days in our 
farming community of Callo-
way County. 

With our morning chores 
complete, Daddy proffers, 
“Let’s me and you drive to 
Kirksey and check on Granny 
and Granddaddy.  It shouldn’t 
take too long, and we can check 

out the snow.”   
I eagerly tug on my long 

johns, scarf, boots, and gloves, 
and waddle out to his truck. We 
carefully inch down the drive, 
flabbergasted by the amazing 
drifts of snow piled high above 
the tires of the truck. 

Farmers in the area have 
worked all through the night, 
trying to keep the Kirksey 
Highway passable. The road is 
the main artery connecting ev-
eryone with Murray, the larg-
est town within several miles. 
We motor along for about two 
miles.  In a few minutes, we 
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By Bobbie Smith Bryant
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Our Neighbors
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Smith Farm on the Kirksey Highway. 
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Bobbie and her brother Billy and their snowman in 1968.

come upon a tractor blocking 
the road, stuck in a seemingly 
bottomless drift.  The driver is a 
family friend and neighbor. 

Dad brings our truck to a 
stop, climbs out into the snow, 
and offers to help. As the two 
men discuss possible strategies, 
another neighbor arrives in his 
pickup truck and he too offers 
to help. Together, the three men 
decide to hook heavy chains to 
the tractor and attach them to 
the neighbor’s truck. 

The first man climbs into 
his tractor seat and lets out the 
clutch, pushing forcefully for 
more diesel.  We are astounded, 
as black smoke pours forth and 
the tractor tires spin, uselessly.  
While the tractor remains deci-
sively stuck, the helpful neigh-
bor’s truck is now mired hubcap 
deep as well.  Dad slogs back to 
our truck to go home and get our 
tractor so he can pull them both 
out. To his dismay he discovers 
that our truck is now wedged in 
the massive snow drifts as well.

Sarcastic laughter erupts as 
the three hapless men grasp their 
plight. The closest farmhouse is 

at least a half-mile away. Walk-
ing in the knee-deep snow is re-
ally out of the question, they’ll 
simply have to be patient until 
someone else comes along to 
help.  

The tractor driver climbs into 
the truck of the neighbor while 
Daddy and I talk and pass the 
time in our truck, listening 
to the local news on the ra-
dio, keeping warm as we wait. 
Within the hour, the roar of a 
gigantic road-grader is heard in 
the distance. 

The three men gather once 
more to discuss different op-
tions of how to get out of 
this fix.  Eventually, an enor-
mous tractor with a snowblade 
emerges through thick sprays of 

snow, as it clears a path on the 
road.   The driver is yet another 
neighbor that instantly comes to 
our aid.  With his help, in time, 
we are all mobile once again. 

Back at home, Momma is 
so frantic she cries when she 
sees us. Granny and Granddad-
dy hadn’t seen us all morning. 
Phone calls among neighbors 
and friends up and down the 
Kirksey road had been going 
back and forth for nearly three 
hours, but no one had spotted 
us.  Everyone was worried sick 
and couldn’t imagine where 
we’d disappeared.

I felt bad that such a ruckus 
was raised; we had been warm 
and safe all along. I’m just 
guessing that with his moth-

er and his wife both so upset, 
my Daddy was probably in the 
doghouse for a few days after-
wards. But for me, it had been 
a fun time, just the two of us 
together in a magical winter 
wonderland. 

*Bobbie Smith Bryant is a 
native of Calloway County. She 
currently serves as a Commu-
nity and Economic Develop-
ment Advisor for the Kentucky 
League of Cities. She is pas-
sionate about western Ken-
tucky and is currently working 
on a commemorative history to 
celebrate the 2022 Calloway 
County Bicentennial. For more 
information about the author, 
visit bobbiesmithbryant.com.
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County Public Library reopened 
to the public with modified 
hours and to limited traffic at 9 
a.m. Monday, Jan. 4.

CCPL hours, until further 

notice, will be from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday-Friday, and 
closed Saturday and Sunday. 
The maximum number that may 
be in the library at one time is 
15. This number will include all 
visitors, regardless of age.  

All library material returns 
will continue to be accepted 
through the Drive-Thru Book 
Drop. To maintain cleaning and 
quarantining guidelines, we are 
unable to accept returns inside 
the library. All library materi-

als are cleaned and quarantined 
according to CDC guidelines 
before being returned to circu-
lation.

Pursuant to Governor Andy 
Beshear’s Dec. 29, 2020 Ex-
ecutive Order 2020-1056, 
( h t t p s : / / g o v e r n o r. k y. g o v /
attachments/20201229_Ex-
ecutive-Order_2020-1056_
Face-Coverings.pdf), face 
masks must be worn when en-
tering the Calloway County 
Public Library and while using 
CCPL services and resources 
inside the library. CCPL staff 
members are required to wear 
masks and gloves to follow the 
Healthy at Work guidelines. 
All patrons will be asked to use 
hand sanitizer before entering 
the main library. Hand sanitizer 
stations are available through-
out the library.  

Social distancing guidelines 
will be followed, and patrons 
are asked to remain six-feet 
away from other patrons and 
CCPL staff. At this time, CCPL 
staff will not be able to provide 
individual computer assistance 
or help with electronic devices. 
These temporary measures are 
in place to keep both patrons 
and staff safe.

CCPL’s service model at this 
time is “Grab and Go” as the 
number of patrons allowed in 
the building at one time is lim-
ited. Our goal is to provide pa-

trons the ability to come in and 
complete their business quickly. 
To ensure this, CCPL has divid-
ed the main library into differ-
ent service sections, each with 
a designated capacity. Furniture 
has been removed, rearranged, 
and/or covered as the use of ta-
bles and chairs will be unavail-
able at this time. To provide 
service to as many people as 
possible, patrons will be limit-
ed to one visit of up to one-hour 
per day. 

Computer use will be avail-
able; however, only four pub-
lic computers will be available 
based on social distancing 
guidelines. Computer sessions 
will be limited to one hour, one 
time per day per patron. (Please 
remember that visits are limited 
to one hour per patron per day. 
If a patron wishes to use the 
computer and select materials, 
everything must be complet-
ed during their one hour visit.) 
Computers must be cleaned 
between each person. CCPL re-
quests that, when possible, that 
there be only one person at a 
computer.

Patrons who would prefer to 
borrow CCPL materials without 
entering the building may place 
up to 25 holds via their online 
account and schedule CCPL 
Curbside Pickup. Patrons may 
also call CCPL for Curbside 
On-Demand Service and request 

up to five items to be picked up 
within minutes of placing the 
request during CCPL business 
hours. Digital resources, includ-
ing eBooks, streaming videos, 
audiobooks, may be download-
ed from anywhere a patron has 
internet access.

Visit https://callowaycoun-
tylibrary.org to learn more about 
CCPL’s Curbside & Curbside 
On-Demand Services and Dig-
ital Resources.   

CCPL Outreach Service, in-
cluding SOS (Short Term Out-
reach Service), is also available 
for patrons who may need home 
delivery. 

Learn more at https://cal-
lowaycountylibrary.org/out-
reach-services/.

CCPL in-person programs 
are suspended until further no-
tice. Also, we are unable to of-
fer meeting room space for the 
foreseeable future. The CCPL 
Meeting Room is currently be-
ing used as a cleaning and quar-
antining station for all returned 
library materials and a storage 
area for furniture and equip-
ment that cannot be used in pub-
lic spaces at this time.

For more information regard-
ing CCPL services, interested 
persons may call 270-753-
2288, email contactccpl@cal-
lowaycountylibrary.org, or visit 
https://callowaycountylibrary.
org. n

CCPL reopens with modified hours and limited traffic


