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Not really an emergency

Dear Dave,

My husband and I are close to having our 

home paid off and being completely debt-free. 

Can we dip into our emergency fund to pay off 

the house?

Enid

Dear Enid,

I’m not sure I’d recommend doing this. I 

might think about it if your emergency fund is 

way too big, plus you have a very small amount 

left to pay on your home. But remember, your 

emergency fund should be three to six months 

of expenses—not income. On top of that, pay-

ing off your home a few months earlier isn’t ex-

actly an emergency.

Believe me, I understand the feelings that 

go along with being so close to becoming com-

pletely debt-free. It can be tempting to throw a 

bunch of money at your house, and get rid of 

the mortgage payments. Still, even as much as I 

hate debt, I wouldn’t put my emergency fund at 

risk to make it happen.

When you do things like that, Enid, you’re 

just begging for Murphy to come visit. The mo-

ment you write a big check and weaken your 

emergency fund for something that isn’t an 

emergency, the transmission in your car will go 

out or you’ll have to replace the central unit on 

your home. It’s not worth the risk!

—Dave

 

Getting started
 

Dear Dave,

Should I catch up on my past due bills before 

saving up $1,000 for Baby Step 1?

Sharyn

Dear Sharyn,

That’s exactly what you should do. Get cur-

rent or make payment arrangements with every-

one who’s willing to work with you first. In the 
process, make sure you’re keeping your own 

living necessities in mind—food, shelter, cloth-

ing, utilities, and transportation.

After you’ve done that, and saved a begin-

ner emergency fund of $1,000, start your debt 

snowball and pay off all your debts from small-

est largest, except for your home. That’s Baby 

Step 2. In Baby Step 3, you’ll save up and in-

crease your emergency fund from $1,000 to a 

full three to six months of expenses. Once you 

reach this point, you can really start looking to-

ward the future.

In Baby Step 4, start investing 15 percent of 

your income into Roth IRAs and other pre-tax 

retirement plans. College funding for the kids, 

if there are any, is next in Baby Step 5. 

Baby Step 6 is a big one, because this is where 

you pay off your home early. But Baby Step 7 

is the real deal. This is when you’re completely 

debt-free, and you’re able to build wealth like 

crazy and give with outrageous generosity!

—Dave

Dave Ramsey is a seven-time #1 national 

best-selling author, personal finance expert, and 
host of The Ramsey Show, heard by more than 

16 million listeners each week. He has appeared 

on Good Morning America, CBS This Morning, 

Today Show, Fox News, CNN, Fox Business, 
and many more. Since 1992, Dave has helped 

people regain control of their money, build 

wealth and enhance their lives. He also serves 

as CEO for Ramsey Solutions. n

Read ‘Dave Says’ every Wednesday in the Murray Ledger & Times.
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Hometown
Ramblings

By Bobbie Smith Bryant
Contributing Columnist

L
ike so many in their 
generation, my grand-
parents, Porter and Ru-

bye (Maynard) Chilcutt, moved 
north to Chicago in 1941 to find 
work. Mamaw wasn’t too keen 
on the big city, so they returned 
in time for my mother, Shirley, 
and her older brother Charles, to 
start to school in Murray. 

When they returned, they 
found a rental home on 10th 
Street. The house was owned by 
Marvin and Opal Fulton, located 
behind their personal residence 
which was 1001 Main Street.

Mom adored Mrs. Fulton 
and had many fond memories 
of playing in her yard. One rea-
son she loved living near the 
Fulton’s was because they had 
a daughter named JoAnn who 
was some years older. Mr. Ful-
ton owned the Murray Lumber 
Company for many years, and 
when JoAnn was a child, he’d 
built her a miniature one-room 
house, complete with electrici-
ty. It had louvered windows that 
opened and a front door with 
a see-through glass window, 
a doorknob and a front porch 
complete with two stair-steps 
down to the ground. 

In her memoirs, Mom re-
called, “I thought this house was 
the grandest thing I had ever 
seen! I was absolutely thrilled 

when Mrs. Fulton graciously 
told my mother that I could play 
in it any time I wanted to. As it 
was just outside our window, my 
grandmother, Virgie Maynard, 
could watch over me and I got to 
play in it many times while we 
lived there.”

Within a few years, the Chil-
cutt family moved to a new 
home on Sycamore Street. There 
was a coal shed in their back-
yard in which Shirley could play 
house. While it wasn’t the same 
as the “real” playhouse at the 
Fulton’s, she was just as enthu-
siastic about it.  

As she described it, “The 
coal house was like a duplex; 
one side was for coal storage 
and the other side was my play-
house. It had a wooden window 
that opened and closed from 
the outside and a wooden knob 
on the door. My mother fixed it 
up for me soon after we moved 
over there and even made a 
pretty gingham curtain to hang 
over the window. I had my pa-
per dolls, baby dolls, a doll-
sized cookstove, cradle, ironing 
board, rocker, and a table with 
two chairs to play with.” 

Mom’s memories of the Ful-
ton’s playhouse were so embed-
ded in her memory that some 
twenty years later when their 
son, Henry, approached her and 

my dad, Billy, they bought the 
house from him. 

Mom said, “By then, Henry 
owned and managed his father’s 
lumber business just across the 
street from where Billy worked 
at Hutson Chemical Company 
on the railroad tracks. Henry 
knew that Billy had a little girl 
and suggested perhaps he’d like 
to have the house for her to play 
in. My dream playhouse became 
that of our own daughter.”

As the recipient of the play-
house during my childhood, I 
can say that I also had many 
carefree days of play in that 
adorable miniature house Mr. 
Fulton built long ago. I’m grate-
ful to the Fulton family for their 
thoughtfulness to tenant neigh-
bors some 80 years ago. They 
left a legacy of kindness worth 
remembering. 

Bobbie Smith Bryant is a 
native of Calloway County. She 
currently serves as a Community 
and Economic Development Ad-
visor for the Kentucky League of 
Cities. She is passionate about 
western Kentucky and is current-
ly working on a commemorative 
history to celebrate the 2022 
Calloway County Bicentennial. 
For more information about the 
author, visit bobbiesmithbryant.
com. n

The Playhouse
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The playhouse located at Smith Farms in Kirksey.
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Neighbors and friends left to right: Jill Falwell, Margaret McCallon, Bobbie Smith, Kim Smith, 

Karen Edwards and Martha McCallon at play in 1968.


